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Heated-up art finds balance
between illusion and reality

By Judy Birke

NEW HAVEN — There are few aesthet-
ic tasks more demanding than the effort to
let less be more.

In the current exhibit at Arts + Litera-
ture Laboratory, artists Jay Tracy and
Guilford’s Jefri Ruchti take on the chal-
lenge in an effort to create a balance
between reality and illusion.

Tracy’s images explore the relationship
between the visible and invisible worlds
by generating visible forms through the
manipulation of materials sensitive to
common forms of invisible energy, each
work created by applying heat to the sur-
face of temperature-sensitive coated paper.
Ruchti’s charcoal drawings address the

associations in the information that
evolves.
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Tracy’s “thermogenic drawings” pos-
sess an elegant graphic quality that quick-
ly piques one’s interest. These cryptic
images of spatial uncertainty, subtle tonal
variations and oblique allusions to the vis-
ible world, play with both the eye and the
mind. evoking an ephemeral quality remi-
niscent of bits of memory that surface and
fade away. Although created by invisible
means, seemingly improvisational and
uncomposed, one finds tangible visual

the more interesting of the two series
included here. ~

Using subject matter that is disarming-
ly simple, Ruchti creates a subtle network
of tangible atmosphere. Maintained by the
tightly defined external grid format, he
integrates varying forms, tones and sur-
faces to evoke nature’s changing energy.

Ranging from literal cloud-like forms
and references to horizon, to undefined
muted abstract smudges and swirls,
Ruchti’s gentle markings give the work a
loose dialogue, the lyricism of the interior
bypassing the confinement of the exterior.
Judy Birke of New Haven is a freelance writer
and art consultant
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